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To a scholar looking back upon this decade from the perspective
of the next century, the 1980s will appear a major turning point in the
study of Texas history. Beginning in 1981, with the completion of the
exhibition, Texas Women: A Celebration of History, Texas historians
have in effect rewritten the story of the state to include, among other
neglected groups, its women. Although, as Beverly Stoeltje has pointed
out in her preface to the exhibition's catalog, the "brave, beautiful, and
strong" woman has always had her place in Texas legend, the lives of
those less sensational than Cynthia Parker, Belle Starr, or Elisabet Ney
largely have been ignored.' One of the major tasks of historians in
recent years has been not only to reinterpret the lives of the state's
well known women, but also to resurrect the anonymous women whose
stories shed light upon the social, political, economic, and cultural
development of the state.
This special issue of the East Texas Historical Journal is one con-
tribution to the growing recognition of the part which women have
played in Texas history. It is, however, far from comprehensive. Each
of the four articles presented here is a biographical treatment of a
woman who identified with or was a member of the upper classes. Thus,
like most initial studies of women in other regions, this issue deals with
a narrow group-an elite which was either educated or wealthy enough
to leave extensive letters, diaries, or financial records.
Nevertheless, these articles are significant because they expand
o~r knowledge of the role women played during the frontier decades
and the early years of the twentieth century. With their references to
scholarship about women in other regions, they also reveal how similar
to and how different from women in other parts of the country women
in East Texas have been. Both Judith McArthur's article on Rebecca
Hagerty and Katherine Goodwin's on Martha Gaffney give a Texas
slant to the antebellum plantation mistress, and Alice Cooksey's research
on Birdie Robertson Johnson reveals how the women's club movement
of the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries has affected Texas politics.
In her article on Karle Wilson Baker, Pamela Lynn Palmer tells the
impressive story of a writer who participated in the regionalist move-
ment of the 1920s and 1930s.
Much research, of course, remains to be done on East Texas
women. One hopes such scholarship will follow the lead of that in other
countries and regions and move from the almost exclusive study of
elite culture to an exploration of women from all racial, social, and
economic groups.
lBeverly Stoeltje, "Preface," Texas Women: A Celebration of History
(Austin, 1981), p. 10.
